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This Week 


Meet the Peeple-1955 
Cafe 
Stender 4 Gerney pre- 
sent revo. Opens fer dier 
TM, tra midnite show 
Fri, gat, 


— 
4/18, Weyt- retein-Fin- 
klehoffe present musical 
comedy with Betty & Jane 


Kean Mark Dawson, Lew Parker. 


ll in Qne-Playhouse 4/19. 
Charles ~Riehard Barr 
present triple bill ef Bern- 
stein opera Treuble in Tah- 
iti”, Paul Draper and Will- 
iems "27 Wagons Full ef Cot- 
ton.” 


Future Dates 


Quys & Dells-City Center 
„„ The Wind- 
4/2leeePhoenix 88 
-Pheenix . Heneys 
Longacre-4/28eee8euth Pacfie 
City Center „ben 


kee-46th St %% 


bew-City Cemter 5/18. 
Beaven-ANTA 5/26. „Fleur. 
Dome „ Alnest Crasy-De 
Lys „ Upem a Tailor 
671. 


Tryout Dates 


Seventh Heaven-New Haven 
4/16,Philadelphia 4/26,Besten 
810. 


Summer Issues of “C.D.” 


Sumer Issues of C. b. 
will ever tryeuts ef new 
plays in Bastern summer thea- 
tres as reperted in lecal 
dailies,trade journals and 
via personal inspection. 

Plus other features. 
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Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


3 for — — 4/6. Unanimous net 10%, 
some rave,sme grected Paul Gregory presentation 
of Harry Belafonte, Marge ani Gewer Champion, Veices 
of Walter Schumenn,end Hirem Sherman in a “diversion in 
song end danse, A thoroughly agreeable,clean,show suns 
up Atkinson,Times, Kerr,Herald Tribune,would have enjoy- 
od preeecdings with just Belafonte,end minus the overléng 
take-off om Oklahom. Minor complaint filed by Channan, 
News, is that producer is micrpphone crary,Otherwise he 
agreed show is one ef pleasantest ways to spend evening 
on the ten., One of those rare shows that is in a class 
by itself,adds Hawkins, World Telegrem & Sum. Show gives 
viewer some talented people in their most talented mood, 
notes Watts, Pest. 


Teach Me How Te or De Lys 4/6, Feur pros and 2 
mild eons a up eritioal file ef Patricia Joudry's 
play about two unhappy teenagers whe fall in leve.First 
preduction ef LPS, c, applauded by Times,Mirror,WT 48, 
end Post reviewers as a well acted,well presented Off 
Broadway play. Herald Tribune and Journal American aisle 
sitters agreed production was tops,but did not think 
seript first rate, Former feund much of it tenuous and 
mall, latter sure some day author will deliver a big time 
play. Ns parade headed by Atkins en, T ine, he termed 
it superior work in all categories, Critic concluded not- 
10 “The return engagement ef Three Penny Opera” can wait”, 
Deirdre Owens and Richard Morse,in the leading roles, were 
lauded as both teuching and admirable. A sincere and - 
times moving play, added Celeman,Mirrore Two milder votes 
of appreval filed by Hawkins, Mas, and matte, Pest. Hawkins 
noted nearly every element of preduction could justly 
serve in first class commercial theatre,but total effect 
is slightly undergraduate. Since it is all workable and 
diverting, he concludes, it is eff Broadway at its most 
apprepriate. Pet man noted author hasn't pulled all her 
oharacters together expertly enough, but he still found 
much that is honest moving and likeable about the show. 


Cat Om Het Tin Def Blephant Story Dropped 


In a series of events that are net quite clear, the 
“elephant stery“ told by Burl Ives in Cat on a Hot Tin 
Def has been deleted from seript. License Camissioner 
Wotaffrey requested a copy of the seript one day, end the 
next day the producers ameunced stery was dropped, r- 
10 editorial asks whe made MoCaffrey censor? His auth or- 
ity is limited to physieal tuildings,and should stay that 
way, trade paper urges, Peper, Nas, wonder if story was 
dropped beeause it wasn't getting a big enough laughs 


Na 
Ded 


Irc first outdoor “theatre in a park“ 
will present plays,musical events, ballet 
dance and band eoncerts fram June 24 to 
August 28, An open air theatre seating 2000 
on the East Side Drive near Williamsburg 
Bridge will be the site of the project run 
by the staff ef the Henry Street Settlement 
Playhouse, As area belongs to city me ad- 
mission charge oan be made, Betty Young, ass- 
eciate direetor of Henry Street Settlement 
Playhouse,is premoting the project. 


Plays 


Marlewe will be first Playwrights Company 
production next season, a new dram by Leslie 
Stevens based on life of Christopher Marlene. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner will present The Wives 
of 7171 VIII May 1 at Plymouth Theatre Ter 

ene qaity Library Theatre. . The Flewer- 
ing Peach is presenting Sunday evening pe Ter 
mances,and Wed and Sat Bloom 
garden lists 3 fall opemings-A View from the 
Bridge- Sept 29, Diary of a Young Girl Oct 5, 
and The Lark Ost 12...A View fre the Brid 

ie eollective title of two one act arthur fn 
er plays, which will star Van Heflin. Play may 
de tested in several sumer theatres. 


Players 


Bill Johnsen,curremtly in signed 
for male lead 


lweia 
fractured his @,eausing pestponerent of 
Once Upon a Tail. . Mary Finney will stay in 
Marjorie Barrett — — Janet 

owering Peach. Ten Helmore rep- 
Taces WilTiaas, The Dark is jigs Enough. 
„ene Blakely replaces 0 E, F he 
Desperate Heur s. Anniversary alt played 
host te casts 


shows at Shub- 
ert Alley bleck party. 


Summer Playhouses 


After the Bal l, Ieel Coward musical, will 
be presented at Lambertville, ¥J Aug 2-Tese 
bert Then The Minetaur will be presented 
at Westport,Cemn starring Frenehot Tone. „ 


Barn Theatre, Northpart, LI,will open Srd seasen 
Jun 28, 


Other Broadways 


Saint ef Bleeeker Street with original 
Broadway oa @ presented in Washingten 
Jun 30-Jul Press Theatre whieh 
had been presenting a stock company for the 
past four seasons , Third company ef 


Teahouse of the Angust Moon will tew in the 


Theatre Ad Notes 


Inherit the Wind electrician received 
adelp 


billing in P ads, 


Theatre Vaudeville Notes 


Palace show headed by Johnny Morgan 
and includes Penny & Paul, Mansfields, larry 
& Trudy Leung,Sinclair & Alda and Dyeretws 
„„ “Springtidings” revue ani “Glery of Baster™ 
continue at Mdio City Musie Hall, 


Theatre Film Notes 


"Richard III“ film produced and directed 
by Laurence Olivier to be released in W by 
United Artistse.o"Pajem Gene” film rights 
beught by Warmers for cash payment of $750,000 
plus 50% of prefits from film... Macdmald 
Carey taking five day leave from Anniversa 
Waltz to make pilot TVfilm Ur. Han 8. 
Theatre TV-Radio Notes 


IBC TV “Petrified Forest“ cast on May SO 
includes Huaphrey Bogart,Hemry Fonda and Iaur- 
en Bacall..sdauriee Evans te produce a menthly 
color TV show on NBC TV Sundays fran 4 to 5 80 
atarting Oct 25.He will star in tw dremas and 
be hest on others...CBS TV plane to co-star 
Mary Martin ami Noel Coward in TV productions 
of "Present Laughter"and"Blithe Spirit. 
"Three by Thurber”, which played at Theatre de 
Lys,will be made into a TV series by St.John 
Terrell,..Peul Vincent Carroll reads TV scripts 
for Douglas Pairbanks ,TV FILM David 
Wayne will appear in NBC TV predustion of 
Darkness at Noon.” 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Merry Partners", biography of Harri- 
gan end Hart new appearing in New Yerker,will 
be published by Random House,.."Bettoms dp“ 
by Cornelia Otis Skinner published by Dodd, 
Mead... Junshine and Shadow", an mtobiography 
of Mary Pickferd, published by Deubleday.ece 

“merica Takes the Stage“ by Richard Moedy 
published by Indiana University Press, 


CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC show news, reviews, com- 
ments from 50 publications. Tickets, critics repest®. Covers 
NY shows, drame books, drama records, theatre on TV. Also west 
coast theatre briefs. Special summer features. Perfect aift 


S2 werks per year for * stage struck “ friends, business ac- 
Quaintances, etc 


$25 per year for complete service, 
Out of Town & NYC keports, CD Newsletter. 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


BRITISH . “e smal] theatre elubs must keep their production standards high 
if they expect less severe critieiams of their productions by daily erities, “Stage” 
concludes, Aetors must know their parte, stage properties must not be mislaid or mis- 
fire at the wreng moment,end striet discipline must be maintained beth at rehearsals 
and during perfermances, Once the critic has agreed not to oriticise the perfermancex 
at little theatres as finely as a West End production, those who run the small houses 
should be sparing with the excuses, 


COLUMN TIPGeeeCircle in the Square about to reopen with all required safeguards, reports 
WalkereeeCharles Laughton to teur in readings of hears gallen 
Ayers insisting al] potential backers of Saturday Night read the seript, notes Farrell, 


ANNUAL GEORGIES...Awards bestowed by Geerge Jean Nathan, Journal Ameriesn,are earved of 
solid cheoolate and stuffed with delicious nuts. None were awarded this year for a 
best Meri can or foreign play. Saint of Bleecker Street and Plain and Faney casts 
won in musical fields, Liem Redsond,Wayward Saint, and Lynn Fontanne,tuedrt) le, 
were picked by critic fer best starring performances, 


CRITICAL THOUGHT6eeeIt's bad for the theatre when it becomes too placid fer angry debate, 
reminds mattes, Pest. „. „ast divergence of opinion expressed at conversation male lead 
in Cat on Het Tin Boof had via phone reported by McClain, Journal American, who dis- 
covered that Truman Capete had his om violent views on the subjecte.sNearest show 
with a Moral this season,qips Chapman,News, is House of Flowers which says “The 
Wages of Sin Is Interior Decoration by Oliver Messel™, 


DRAMA DESK HAN. „„ Verity reports it has received many letters panned ANTA Album TV closed 
circuit showeeWhite Devil performance praised by L. Arnold Weissberger in letter to 
Times for fine ensemble playing by young US actors,.eNew York theatre fans are grown 
up emough net to need censors of any kind, legal or illegal, points out C.D, reader. 


SALUTE TO FRANCBeecThe Spartan seperation of American art and state is frequently regretted, 
explains Atkinson, Ti, in praising work of “Salute to France“ program, Many theatre 
people have a wistful hope that some time the US goverment will appropriate a few 
leose millions te build a fines marble theatre or subsidize a fine repertory company, 
or just pay a few old bills, 


INTERVIEW HI-L TPES... „stage lighting is am ideal eccupation for a woman, Jean Rosenthal 
teld Sunday Mirrer, In this field,she said, you must be absoutley willing te bea 
oel laberator. Everyone else is the star, end you nut ge ar ound and between all of 
them te see that things ge as they should, When ne ene in the audienee knows more 
the light om the stage comes fram ,then you know that you have done your job as 


it should be dene, — 0 


"Pros & Cons by T. I. Xx. 


Thre for Font gs is a delight. Per NY theatre folk and fans have always 

fect perfermances,the proper material for made fun of eensors,from Memphis to Holly» 
each,plus a magic blend by the producer wood. Now faced with a minor eensor ef their 
make this one of the most pleasant even- own,in the fem of am over-anxious License 
ings in the theatre this seasen, Danger Cemmissioner, they have, for the most part, de- 

is that others will try te copy the magie come silent. Variety and a few columnists have 
formula. voiced mild objectiens. If the public has voicd 


any objections, the fact has been kept a secret. 
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BROADWAY 


Sixth Annual Shakespeare Festival of 
Hofstra College, Hempstead,LI, will inolude 
a production of Othelle in the college's 
replica of The Globe Theatre", a symposiua 
with Bric Bentley and Oscar Campbell, and 
a Musicale of 16th Century music. May 2-8, 


Blackfriars production of Bamboo Cross 
re-epens Apr 14 and plays throu ay 22.0 
Jim Pritchett has leading role in I Believe 
in Ribble opening Apr 19 at Players Studio 


cee Shoestring Revue cast received a raise 
ecMary Ann Wiles replaces Chita Rivera in 
The Shoestring Revus,latter joining Seventh 
Heaven...Stage Seelety will present The Por- 
celain Clay next fal 1. . Hauri oe Valenoy's 
The Queen's dabit will be presented at 
rander Matthews atre,Columbia University, 
May 4-7,and his The Thracian Horses will be 


presented at Brande vers ass, June 
7-8. 


Arthur Miller directs a reading of 
Death of a Salesman at HA Poetry Center 
17 Evening and Apr 24 afternoon.Cast 
includes Lather adler,Mildred Dunnoock, Kev- 
in McCarthy and Howard Smith. 


Alan Abel selling tickets for Safari 
new musical due at Pros idnt Apr 19, though 
The Shoestring Rewe, theatre's current 
tenant,is also selling tickets past this 
date. a Eisen filed injunction against 


John Pest and Imoille Lertel halting pess- 
ible switching ef Theatre de Lys lease in 


THEATRE 
BOOK 
COMMENTS 


"a History of the Theatre“ by George 
Freedley and John Reeves reprinted by Crom 
was recommended by Coleman,Mirror, as an in- 
valuable service to students and playgeers. 
1000 page beok offers many rewarding even- 
ings with fascinating and fabulous folk. 


"Twice Have the Trumpets Sounded” by 
Robertson Davies and Tyrone Guthrie publi- 
shed by Clarke, Erwin okayed by Down, Variety, 
Critie suggested that self-appointed Ameri- 
oan imitators ef Canada's Shakespeare Fest- 
ival digest Guthrie's advice on project. 


THEATRE 
TV 


COMMENTS 


union in Vienna®™ NBC production 
with Greer Garson and Brian Ahe drew 
split notices from H TV erities, Tuck, Post, 
end Van Herne, World Telegram & Sm, enjoyed 
the TVool or version of Robert Sherwood 1931 
omedy, latter noted goms of star were 
most beautiful yet seen on TV. But ether 
oritios, though agreeing that col of 
entire production were beautiful, thought 
the soript too dated. Several noted that 
neither of leads neared Lunt and Fontanne 
in their conceptions of the roles, R 
all seemed pretty silly,summed uw mm ley, 
Times, Leads of TV show were uncenvinoing 
and rarely believeable, vet ced Shalit, News. 


"Seuthwest Corner” presented on NBC TV 
Kraft after its Broadway closing with orig- 
inal cast was panned by Trau,Variety, as a 
dit too dull in ser ipt, theugh leading play 
ers Eva Ledal li enne, id Markey and Parker 
Fennelly all turned in fine jobs. Critic 
deute if TV version will aid in any 
pessible tour since too many dull gaps were 
exposed in TV versions 


"Stage Door™ presented om CBS TV Best 
ef Broadway was listed by Shanley,Times, as 
a rapidly paced,sonetimes ragged, but genera- 
lly entertaining production. Diana Lynn and 
ends Fleming were featured. Direction by 
Sidney Lumet reninded reviewer of dizzy pace 
provided by Geer ge Abbott in stage plays. 


The Fifth Season with Chester Morris 
and Joseph Buloff and Ankles Aweigh play- 
ing in Bes ton. „„Der Charles, Tea and Sy- 
mpathy and The King ami I in Chicageece 
The Solid Gold Cadillac and Guys and Dells 
in Detroit. „he Caine Mutiny Court Hart- 
ial in Les Angeles..eThe render Trap in 
Minneapolis...Jamn Yankee moves from New 
Haven to Besten. , The Honeys moved to Wash 
ingtone.»Inherit the Wind econtimes in Phil 
adelphiae.eThe Baimmaker with Geraldine Pag 
opens in St Louis..eSeven Year Iteh with 
Tom Nell stays in Washington, 
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